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Significance and Purpose
The topic of this Essay is the answer the question, should corporations be responsible for their effects on the environment. This is very important topic that has been in the mainstream for a while now. More and more people across the world are becoming heavily concerned with the environment we live in and doing things to clean up their neighborhoods the best they, but individuals can't help what large companies and corporations produce and pollute into our environment all on their own. I believe this topic is significant because the amount of pollution whether it is through water, air, or environmental the numbers continue to rise each and every year. After research, I have found that the United States is in the top percentage of countries with the highest pollution rates. I have also read through many articles with specific examples such as the Coca Cola company having much impact on the ecosystem, we live in. In this essay, I would like to display the reasons as to why we as Americans should do what we can to stop pollution and clean up the Earth in hopes that other countries will follow our lead. I would also like to show how companies and corporations release chemicals and toxins onto our planet that are not only detrimental to our wildlife, but also to us as humans. I would like to also show easy ways for individuals to help out in their own communities without having to do too much. Personally, I chose this topic because I felt that it was becoming more of an issue every year and the information needs to be shown to educate those who may not know what is happening in the world around them. I believe large corporations are not always at fault because individuals have their own mind and they will do as they please, but I do believe it couldn’t hurt for these companies to take ownership and be held accountable for the types of wastes they release into the environment. The plan for this study is to explain what exactly is being released, where it comes from, how corporations can adapt and make small changes, and also how people can help in their own communities to limit the amount of pollution. 
What is the Big Deal?
For decades there have been environmental groups that have become advocates for a clean Earth and all for cleaning up the environment. This is where the slogan of “Going Green” stems from and these advocates are all in on destroying corporations reputations until they see change and results. 
Do not be Fooled!
When talking about the environment and how we can help, many corporations like to seem like they are on board to get the support of the people. One way in which they do this has become recognized by advocates and they hope to bring this issue to light so people around the world are not fooled by the company's antics. Corporations tend to do this thing called “greenwashing” which is when they make claims that are sustainable that seem to make everyone happy while they are being hypocritical and doing quite the opposite (Tsui). This term was coined by a man named Jay Westerveld in 1986 regarding a beach resort and saving towels. The resort explained they wanted the guests to reuse their towels in order to protect a coral reef nearby, when come to find out they were expanding onto those coral reefs (Tsui). In reality, corporate greenwashing is used to draw attention to the “good” they are doing for the environment while also distracting people from the things they do behind the scenes. 
What is Happening
Corporations tend to lie or not show any care towards the environment at all. The legal and financial costs that a corporation might pay to protect the environment will be added to the cost of the products the corporation is trying to promote (Farha). 
Carbon Footprint
A carbon footprint is the sum of all greenhouse gas emissions induced from activities of the institution, as measured in CO2 equivalents. 
Greenhouse Gas Effects
Greenhouse gases are far more damaging to the planet than ozone depletion and much harder to control. These gases are created largely by carbon dioxide, the issue with this effect is that it lets the sun's rays shine through and heat the earth but will not allow the excess heat to escape into the atmosphere. We as individuals and especially large corporations are a huge supplier of carbon dioxide by burning and releasing fossil fuels into the air. If we continue to let this take place, we are heading toward a global warming trend that could raise our average temperatures between 5 and 10 times the rate of increase that marked the end of the ice age (Farha). 
Where Are We Polluting

How Can Industrial Pollution be Prevented

